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Designing a Classroom Web Site
“In the end, the fate of children depends on our ability to use technology constructively and carefully. …today’s children will soon be adults. Technological decisions made today will determine, perhaps irrevocably, the kind of physical and social world we bequeath them and the kind of people they become.” 


Kenneth Keniston a professor of human development was definitely on top of the 21st century “technology boom” even though he is being quoted from 1977.

Though the time hasn’t come when limited school sites or non-existent teacher sites are seen are a clear sign of educational incompetence, it isn’t for the “teacher” or “school” competence that we need classroom websites.  It is for the students and their future.  The fact that the site aids in student-parent-teacher communication is just an added perk as are the vast resources you are able to give your students at their fingertips.  With just a little “click-click,” you can give your students access to email, notes, online textbooks, etc.  If you can type a letter on the computer, save it in a file, and come back and retrieve it…you have what it takes( 
Below you will find a few basic design tips you can follow to create your own classroom website.

Step 1:  Research

Research is the key to any project.  Start by finding websites that you like.  Create a “web idea” folder in Internet Explorer Favorites (found on the main toolbar) and bookmark the sites you find.  Pay particular attention to why you like the site.  Is it the layout, information, color scheme?  Here are a few sites to visit:

Cool Class Websites            http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic60.htm 

Explore Teacher Websites   http://www.eduscapes.com;sessions.brick.brick1.htm 

EMints   www.emints.org/info/west.classrooms.html
              www.emints.org/info/southcentral/classrooms.html 

Print out a few of the sites you like; it’s always handy to refer to them as you’re creating your site.  Next, find out what not to do when creating a website.  Believe it or not, there are several websites out there for just that purpose.  The World’s Worst Website at www.angelfire.com/super/badwebs is a great place to start.  Is there anything that needs to be changed on the sites that you printed?  Still not sure, here’s a brief list of things to consider:
1. Keep it simple

2. Use short titles for your pages

3. Keep pages short – avoid excessive scrolling

4. Reading from a computer is 25% slower than reading paper documents

5. Use animations effectively and sparingly

6. Watch load time the more pictures, animations, and banners the more load time

7. Make sure there is a way to return to your homepage on each page

8. Include your email

9. Check grammar and spelling
10. Watch for visual readability of colors and size

Step 2:   Plan
After you have researched some of the do’s and don’t of web design, careful planning of what you want out of your site is the most important feature of the project.  Before actually getting on the computer to create the website, you must first determine the purpose of your web page and its intended audience.  It is better to start off with fewer items and add more at a later date than to have links that don’t get updated regularly.  Think seriously before placing items needing daily/weekly uploading such as lesson plans.  If you start with a monthly overview or only a test schedule, you can always add additional pages after your website maintenance is in your regular routine.  Planning basically falls into three categories:  content, storyboard, and layout.  

Content

The following website features could be considered for your classroom web page: 

*Remember to start small.

*Some of these items can be linked to a website that will update for you automatically (quotes,weather,news,etc.)

Philosophy of education


Links to subject related sites

Class schedule



Student of the week

Daily quote




Quizzes

Weather




Links to subject related game sites


Homework




Email

Class rules




Calendar

Syllabus




Parent message


Class photos




Guest book

Storyboard
Once you have selected the features your page will include, organize a storyboard to plan the structure of the page.  A storyboard is a plan of the navigation of the page(s).  Below is an example of a simple storyboard:


A storyboard layout is included in the appendix of this booklet as well as in the “web tools” folder.  You can use this to plan your actual class page and draw your navigation structure.
Step 3:  Create the Site
Now the fun begins!  First you must decide what tool you will use to create the page.

· Online Site (ex. Teacher Web)

· Word Document 

· Webpage Software* (ex. FrontPage, Dreamweaver)

· HTML*
*Additional information about FrontPage and HTML from one of my other workshops can be found in the appendix.

Before you begin, think about your intended audience.  Will most of them still be on an older computer will smaller monitor sizes?  If so, you will want to set your computer on standard setting 800x600.  *Technical Note:  To change your computer resolution, right click on a blank area of your desktop and select properties.  Click the tab marked “Settings” and pull the slider to the right until it reads “800x600.” That way while you are creating your site it will look the way your audience will view it.  If you aren’t using a template, a general rule of thumb for font sizes is body text – 12, header text – 16, title text – 24.  Choose colors carefully.  *Technical Note:  Not all font choices can be seen on everyone’s computer. Some of the standard fonts include Verdana, Arial, Helvetica, Sans-Serif, Courier New, and of course, Times New Roman.  There are many colors that show up well on a white background.  Two of the most readable combinations are yellow/black (yellow on black or black on yellow) and white/blue (white on blue or blue on white).  Once you select your format, you might find it helpful to fill out the format sheet included in your “web tools” folder and in the appendix.  This just makes an easy reference while creating additional pages because each page should have the same basic format.
Look back at the web pages you printed, what type of layout do they have?   Such as are the links on the left with a title across the top and general information in the middle?  You need to decide what type of layout you would like for your page.  And then create a table that resembles that layout.  Each page you create should be created in tables for ease of editing later.  Layout ideas are in your “web tool” folder as well as in the appendix.
Before you begin typing away on your new webpage, create a “web stuff” folder in your documents.  Save all of your photos, clipart, etc. in this folder.  To find the right clipart can sometimes be the hardest task of them all.  Remember to think about backgrounds as well as clipart.  Also some of those favorite sites you saved probably have a clipart reference on the bottom of the home page.  Below is a list of free clipart sites:
Educational Clip Art

www.teacherfiles.com/clip_art.htm


Coolclips

http://dir.coolclips.com/Education/School


Country Clipart

www.countryclipart.com 
Step 4:  Post Your Site to the Web

How you decided to create your site will determine how you can easiest publish the site.  If you are using software, many have publishing capabilities built-in.  But in general, here is how you can publish you site:

1) You need to contact your school or parish technology contact and see if your school already has free server space (host).  *Technical Note – A website host is the company that owns the server computer in which you will be uploading and storing your website. This computer always hooks to the internet to display your webpage to anyone who accesses it. If they do, ask to be added to their server.  They will give you a user name, password, and url.
2) If you don’t have access through school, there are a number of sites that provide internet space as well as site names.  You might first want to contact your technology supervisor to see if there are sites that your parish regularly uses.  Namezero is one such site, but I’m sure a Google search will get you a whole list of domain and host providers. *Technical Note – A domain is the web address the students will type in to access your site online.  You can specialty name your site and if that name is available, you can purchase it “www.yourname.com”
3) Now that you know where to put your site, if you are using software publishing capabilities, you will simple go to “publish site.”  On FrontPage this is found under “file” the click “publish.”  The software will walk you through the steps asking you for the information you have from #1 or  #2 above.
4) If you are loading the site yourself, follow these steps:
a. Click Start

b. Click Run

c. Type “ftp://” and then the address your host provider gave you. Example:  ftp://mindenhigh.com
d. You will be prompted to enter your user name and password.
e. Once it opens you are just viewing a black screen with possibly a couple of files.  You copy and paste your html document as well as any additional items that the page will need in order to be viewed in its entirety (Example:  clipart, pictures, etc.) 

Step 5: Maintenance

You will want to maintenance your website once a month.  Visit it and check to see that all the links are working.  Nothing is more aggravating than an outdated and uncared-for website, and it only takes a few minutes to visit the site and look it over.

Other Sites of Interest 

Making High School Websites Interesting

http://7-12educators.miningco.com/msub7.htm?pid=2812&cob=home
HTML Made Easy

http://www.accessv.com/~email/webpages/
Webmonkey

http://hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey/kids/
K-12 Classroom Web Pages Site Design

http://ginaotto.com/classroomwebpages.html
Good Websites

http://www.leafdigital.com/class/
How -To Tutorials

Microsoft Office

http://office.microsoft.com/home/office.aspx?assetid=FX01085802
Everything you wanted to know and more is located on the Microsoft site.  This includes creating a website, dynamic web templates, layouts, creating frames, and much more.

CWD.DK

http://www.cwd.dk
This site is the icing on the cake.  It includes free tutorials for Photoshop 5.5, Corel Draw 10.0, FrontPage 2000, and PageMaker 6.5 as well as articles on addition software.
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